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Over the past decade with Exhibition on Screen, I’ve had the 
privilege of exploring the lives and works of many of history’s 
greatest artists. Caravaggio has always loomed large in my mind – 
an artist of unmatched intensity, technical brilliance and dramatic 
force. Despite this, he is often reduced to a kind of tabloid figure; 
the brawling, dangerous outsider with a sword in one hand and a 
brush in the other. In this film we set out to peel back the layers of 
caricature and show the real man. Yes, there were conflicts and court 
cases, but they are a fraction of a much bigger, more intricate, and 
frankly more interesting story. 

Caravaggio was deeply thoughtful, spiritually inquisitive, and 
artistically revolutionary. He believed deeply in the power of realism 
to connect with people on an emotional level. He chose models from 
the streets not to shock, but to speak truth. He painted saints with 
dirt under their fingernails because he understood that the divine 
resides in the real, the raw, the human. That takes courage. It takes 
conviction. And it takes a kind of empathy that few artists before or 
since have managed to express so powerfully.

This is not a film about a man in the shadows. This is a film about an 
artist who used light to reveal the soul.  

Phil Grabsky, Co-Director

Produced and distributed by Seventh Art Productions. 
Discover more than 200 art, music and history films  

at seventh-art.com @exhibitiononscreen
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Next in the series:
TURNER & CONSTABLE

CARAVAGGIO VERO  
published by Scripta Maneant   
Arguably the finest full catalogue of the 
works of Caravaggio. With the benefit of 
new discoveries and the highest resolution 
images currently possible. A masterpiece. 

Visit scriptamaneant.com and add the code 
SCRIPTA50 for 50% off all limited editions.
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